Questioning Faith

"And I became religious, even more so. The question to me was a double question. How come that I really became religious, more deeply than before? And the second one, how come I didn't lose my sanity? "I never divorced God. I couldn't. I'm too Jewish…But I said to myself, 'I do believe in God.' But I have the right to protest against His ways. I have the right to be angry. And so, I do it a lot, very often, and I wouldn't change a word of my discourse to God, my appeals to God, against God. Because I came to a certain formulation saying a Jew or a man can be, can be religious or can come from a religious background, with God or against God but not without God. So I cannot live without God." — From Elie Wiesel: First Person Singular

1. In what ways did Wiesel’s experiences affect his beliefs?


Eli has admitted that his faith was "wounded" by the Holocaust, but that, in spite of everything, he maintained his faith in God's existence. He tells us that he talks to God, arguing with him at times, freely expressing his anger, dismay and disappointment. 

2. What does this reveal about Wiesel as a man? 

3. Do you think you would have (or could have) continued to have faith, if you had experienced what Wiesel did? Why or why not?
