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Chapter 1: Pgs 1-20
1. Write an example of a simile found on page 1.

2. What does Elie desire to study?




3. Who does he get to help him?



4. What happens to Moshe the Beadle?




5. What does Moshe say happened while he was away?




6. Why don’t any of the townspeople believe Moshe?




7. What kind of position does Elie’s father have in the community?




8. What kind of relationship do Elie and his father have at the beginning of the novel?




9. Where are the Jews sent first after the arrival of the German soldiers?





10. Provide an example of a simile and a metaphor from page 15.
11. Describe in detail the characters of Eliezer and Moishe the Beadle. What is the nature of their relationship?






12. Consider Eliezer’s feelings for his family, especially his father. What about his father’s character or place in the Jewish community of Sighet commands Elizer’s respect or admiration?





13. Early in the narrative, Moishe tells Eliezer, “Man asks and God replies. But we don’t understand His replies. We cannot understand them” (p. 5).  Is this a paradox? (you may have to look up what a paradox is---remember Macbeth) 




14. Discuss the attitude about faith in this first section of the book.








15. Consider the story of Moishe in this section. 
a. How is he treated before he is sent off?  
b. How is he treated when he returns from his escape? 
c. Is he even happy to be alive? 
d. Why did he return to the village?  
e. Why don’t the townspeople believe his news?
16. Throughout this section the Jewish townspeople’s optimism about their lives and the Germans is prominent. What might be the reason for their denial of what faces them?





17. What is Eli’s tone towards the people’s disbelief about their fate? Use textual evidence to back up your assertion.







18. There are a few instances where we learn of Eliezer and his family missing out on opportunities to escape from the Germans (pg 9, & 14). How do these missed chanced influence you reading of this memoir?







19. How do these unfortunate events (their chances to escape, Jewish denial and optimism) fit into your understanding of the Jewish experience of the Holocaust as a whole?

